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hairs & fibers
glass fragments
i firearms/toolmarks
i bulletlead compositions
fingerprints
paint chips
GSR (gunshot residue)
mineralogical debrisg(.g.,soil)
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Observer effects

AEXxpectation bias
A Confirmation bias
A Contextual bias



“Forensic science” is not
the infallible practice
portrayed by Hollywood

(CSL, NCIS, inter alia)



‘Forensic science’ is
considered an oxymoron by
mainstream scientific
community

“Forensic scientists” are
generally not scientists



Scientists vs. Technicians

Scientist A person whostudies
natural phenomena anddevelops
theories In a systematic manner
through hypothesis testing via the
scientific method.

Technician: A person with a mid
level understanding of theory and
high-level mastery of technique.




